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ILoui\iaiia 1 Inv i red .  LL.C' ('-1,UL''). b> counsel aiitl Iptirsuant to Section 2 14(e)(6) o t  the 

~ 'o inmiss io i i ' s  , k t  c i l  1034. t i s  ainendctl, 47  I !.S.C$? I4(c)(61. hereby petitions h e  C'oinmission lor 

cicsignalic>n ;is an Eligi hlc I elcconiiiiunicati~,ns Carticr ("T'I'C'") throughoul the non-rural LEC areas 

\ \  iiliili i t s  scr1 ice  awn iii the Statc ol.41abaina. As dcmonstratcd bclvw. LIJL meets  a l l  the statutory 

:mtl I-cgulatory prcreqllisites lor t ' K  designaticin 

1. Louisiana Unwired, LL,C"s Universal Service Offering 

I .ouisii i i ia I hiwired. LLC' i s  the I' Block Personal C'omniunications Service licensec 

Oaiithorized to provide PCS i n  the Hasic Trading Areas 450 - 'l'uscaloosa. Alabama and 094 - 

( ' 0 1  timbti';-Starkvillc. Mississippi. ~zli ich cncompasscs Laninr Counly, Alabama. LULa lsoprov ides  

I T S  service i i i  the majorit) ot the  state (it Alahaina ttimugh an aff i l iat ion agreement with Sprinl  

I T S .  I,( 11. intends LO obLaiii h igh cost loop s~ipport funcling in order to speed the delivery 01 '  



ad\,anced wireless services to Alabama's c i t i x n s .  As an I: IC, LUI, wil l  of fer  a basic universal 

scr\,ice package to subscribers u h u  are el igible for L.ifeline support. LUL expects that i t s  service 

of fer ing \vi11 be conipet i t ive wilh those ofthe incuinbeiit ~ i r c l i n e  carriers 

I ,l!l~. currenl ly provides all the services and Il inctionalit ies supporled by the federal universal 

scrvice pro~ram.cni imcrated in Section 54.1 01 (a)o~IlicC'onrinission'sRuIes, throughout i tscel lular 

scrbicc iirc:~ i n  Alabama. I i pon  designation as an F~1-C. LOL \vi11 make available to consumers a 

tiiiiversal scrvicc of fer ing over i l s  cellular network infraslructure. using the same antciina. cell-site, 

kn ie r .  trunking. mobi le  sni tch ing.  and interconnection Ihcil i t ies used by the company to serve its 

c4tst ingcui i \cn l ionaI  mobi le  ccl lulnr scr\ ice customers. LLiI, w i l l  provide service to any ctistomer 

i ~ e q u e s t i i i ~  hi.: service \ b i t h i t i  the dcsignatctl service area 

I I .  LCIL Satisfies 1\11 The Statutorj And I<egulatory Prercquisites For Designation As An 
WC'. 

A 
I ' l i c  Alabama I'ublir Scrvice Commission Has Provided a n  Affirmative 
Statement That i t  Does Not Regulate C.'MRS Carriers. 

i\s i~ C'blRS carrier. L l lL  i:. ent i t led to seck dcsiynalion as an E I'C.' Section 254(c) of' Act. 

47 I ! .S .C ' .$274(~) .  provides ~ l i a l  "only ail el igible LcIecOiiiiiiLinications carrier designated under 

scctioii 2 I4(c)  shall be c l ig ib lc  to receive specific I:edcral universal service support." 47 U.S.C. 



$2 14(c). Pursuantto47 US.('. $214(e)(6). IheCommission may. upoil request, designateasan E'IC 

coniinon carricr providing telephone exchange servicc and exchange access that is  not subject to 

the jurisdiction of 'a State Commission." 

I n  l l i c  l S ~ ~ / i ( ~ n  2 / 4 ( ~ ) / 6 )  firhlic ,Yo/ice, thc Commission established that a carrier must 

demonstrarc i t  " is  niit  subject Lo the.iurisdiction o f a  statc commission."' In its Twelfth Reporl und 

Or.r/er in this d(ickc[. Lhe Coniniission stated that where a carrier provides the Coniniission with an 

"affirmali\e statement" from thc SI;IIC coinmissioii o r  a court ofconipctcnt,jurisdiction that the state 

lac!+ uriedictioii ~o perform Ilic designation. the Commission would consider requests ti led pursuant 

LO 2 I q e i ( 6 ) . '  

On 0cklbt.r 1 9 ~  2001. Adininistrative L a w  Judge .lolin A. Garner of the Alabama Public 

Sew icc C'cii i i i7iissii)i i (-'PSC''') determined that the Alabania PSC does not have ,jurisdiction over 

CMKS ciirrjciw .Itidgc (iarner's leller. ii copy ol 'wl i ich i s  allached icrcto as l ixhihit A. slalcd. "the 

AI 'SC'  lias 110 aut l io t i ty  ki rcgiilate iii a114 respect cellular scrviccs, broadband pcrsonal 

c i )n imt i i i ica~i~i i is  scr\,iccs and commercial inobilc radio services in  Alabanla." The PSC' has clearly 

indicated it  docs inti [  intend to designate ('M RS carriers as E X  ind the tCC has rccently h i n d  tha 

~lic Al:ibairi;i PSC' liiis iiiiiile the rcqiiircd "affirmative statement" that it docs not u i s h  to exercise 

iu r i sd ido i i  over C'CZRS cx r i c r  pctilions liv E'IC stahis.' Accordingly. Lli l .  requests El 'C 

desiyiiiition as "a coininon carrier providing telephonc cxchange service and exchange access that 



i s  not subject to thc jur isd ic t ion o f a  State commission." 47 U.S,C.s214(e)(6). Tl ieCommissionhas 

since granted KCC' I loldinys. Inc.'s request for ETC 

B. LtlL Offers All Of The Services Supported Ry The Federal High-Cost Universal 
Service Program. 

In order to be dcsigiiatcd as an WC'. a carrier m u s t  bc a cnmmon carricr and must o l k r  and 

adwr t i se  the stippurted services throughout the designated service area. 47 I.J.S.('. $214(e)(I),  he 

FC'C' has i t len l i l ied (he f n l l o ~ ~ i n g  services and L'unclionalitics as the core services to be offered by 

an t.: I C' and supporkd  h> fkdcral universal scrvicc support mechanisms: 

x. 
9 

voice-grade access 10 the public switched teleplione nerwork; 

dual Ionc niIilti-1.1-ctlucncy signali tng or  i t s  functioiial eqiiivalent; 
sin2le-party scrvice or i t s  functional equivalent; 
acccss to cnicrgcncy scrviccs; 
iicccss to operator sewices: 
iicccss t u  inlcrcschangc servicc; 
~icccss to ilii.ectory assishice: arid 
toll l i i i i i ta l ion l i ) r  i lua l i ty ing low- incomc consuiners. 

local 11sage: 

~/ici , .  accr t i l icat ion that the carrier ploiides cacti 

o t  (lie suppo i kd  services i s  required." ,As shn\\ii be low^ and in  the I kc la ra t i on  attached as Exhib i t  

H hereto. 1.1 11. no\r provides or w i l l  pro\Jidc. upon designation. the required services 

I .  Voice-grade access ki (l ie publ ic swi lched telephone inetwork. 'l ' l ie I-'(_C: concluded 

that voice-grade access means thc abi l i ty to make and receive phone calls, w i th in  a bandmidth o f  

approsimatel j  2700 I lertz \ri lI i it i the 300 (o 3000 Hertz frequency range.' LIJI. meets [his 

rcqti irenient h y  pro\ ding voice-grade access to tlic publ ic switched telephnnc network. ' l h rough 

'l 



i l s  tnterconncction arrangements u i th  HellSouth Tclccomin Inc. ("BellSouth") a i d  other Local 

Exchange C'arriers ('-[.ECs"). all custoincrs of L U L  are able to make and receive calls oi l  the public 

switched telephone iictwork within the specified bandwidth. 

2 .  Local Usage. Hejoiid providing iicccss to the public switched netuork. an EXC must 

include local iisagc as part o f a  uiiivci-sal ser\,icc ol'fcring. '1'0 date. the FCC has not quantified a 

mini inuin amount o f  local usage rcquircd to be includcd in a universal service offering. but has 

initiated a separak proceeding to address this isstie. 4 s  i t  relates to local usage. the NPRM sought 

cotnrnenls on a dcf i t i i~ ion o f  the public senice packagc that must hc oll'eretl by a11 ETCs. 

I 

Spccitically. the FCC' suught connmcnts o r  how I11Ltch. !/trr?r., local usage should he required to he 

p i .o~ idcd LO custoimcrs as parr ol'it t in ivcrul  service ol'ILriiig,' I n  the Fir.\/ Repor /  rind Order: the 

t.'C'c' deferred ii cielci.irlill;ltiotl on tlic anloutit ol' local usage that a carrier wotild be required to 

proviilu.: .Any min im t~m loci11 tlsagc rc(~it irei~ient established by thc FCC as a resul t  ofthc Oc/oho.  

i99X LI'K.11 uill beapplicable ( ( I  ;ill designated t(1.C~. not simply wirclcss senice pmviders. I . U I .  

\\ i l l comply \viLl i  any and all minil t luln IOCRI usage requireinenls adopted by the FCC. L.IJI. w l l  

meet  the 1oc;iI usage requircnlcnts h! including 21 Laricty of local usage plans aspart ot'a universal 

service ofl'cring. 

-1. 
-3 D id- tone.  multi-frcqiienc\ (-'D~fMI:") signaling. or i ts  futnctional cuuivalent. 

r j - r M t  i s  a method of' signaling tliat lacililatcs the transportation of call set-up and call detail 



intorination. Consistent with the principles oi'coinpetitivc and technological neutrali~y, the FCC 

permits carriers to provide signaling t l iat is I'iinctionally equivalent to DTMF in satisfaction of this 

service requirement. 47C.F.K. 9 54.1 Ol(a)(3). LUL currenlly uses out-of-hand digital signalingand 

in-hand multi-t'rcquency (''MI;") signaling that is Functionally equivalent to DTMF signaling, LIJI, 

thcrefore mccts the requirement to provide D7Ml~  signaling or its fiinctional equivalent. 

1. Single-nariy ser\,ice o r  its finicliond cuuivalent. 'Single-party service" means 

that only one party will be served h!,a suhscribcr looporaccess line incontrasttoamulti-party line.' 

~l l ie  I C ' C '  concluded !hat a wireless provider offers the equivalent of single-party service when it  

ofl2rs ii dctlicatcd rnc gc path t i r  the length 01' il user 's  particular transmission.' LIIt, meets rtie 

rctlttircnicnt o t  single-party s e n i c e  by pwviiling a dcdicated inessage path for the Icngth of all 

ctistoincr cals.  

. .  3 Access tn  emcrgcncv sen  ices. The ability to reach a public einergency scrvicc 

pro\ icier by dialing 91 1 is a required service i i i  any tinivcrsal service oflcring. Pliase I E91 1 ,  w~h ich  

includes 1he capabili~y 01' proiiding both automatic numbering in1'1)rination ("ANI") and automatic 

location inlormatioii ("ALI"). is n n l l  reqtiircd i f  ii public eniergency scrvicc provider makes 

ai~rangcmcnts with thc local provider lor l l ic  dclivcy ofsuch inlorniation.b LUL currently provitles 

all of i l s  ctistoincrs nilh itccess to emcrgcncy sewice by dialing 91 1 i n  satisfaction of this 

requirement. 

6. Access to operator scrviccs. Access to operator services is tletined as any autornnlic 

or live assistance provided to a coiisumer to arrange h r  the billing or completion. or both. of 'a 



telephone call. '  I.UL nieets this requirement by providingall ofitscustomers with access tooperator 

serviccs provided by either the Company or other cntities ( e . ~ . ,  LECs, IXCs. etc.) 

7. Access to intercxchan~e servicc. A universal service provider must offer consumers 

acccss to interexchange service to makc and receive toll or interexchange calls. Equal access, 

ho\bever. i s n o l  reqnircd. "'l'he FCC doles1 not include eLludl access to interexchange service among 

the services supported by univcrsa service ineclianisrns.'ix LIJI. presently nieets this requirerncnt 

b! prcividing a l l  o f  i t s  custoniers wi th Ihc ability to inakc and receive interexchange or toll calls 

through direct intcrcontiection anangeinenls t h ~ .  Company has wi th several IXCs. Additionally. 

custnmcrs arc able to reach thcir IXC of choice by dialing the appropriate access code. 

8. Acccss LO dirccton assistance. I h e  abi l i ty Lo place a call lo directory assistance is 

it required scr\,ice ol'tering." LOL. nieets th i s  rqt i i rc incnt b) providing all o f  i ts cuslomcrs with 

;tcccss LO direelor? assistancc h) dialing"41 1 "  or' .i55-1212". 

'1.  ~ 1 i i 1 1  l imitation for ciuzilifyitie Io\\.-inconie cons~i~ners. A n  EI'C must ol'fer either 

' - tol l  coiitroI--or.'.toII blocking" ser\,ices to qualil:ving I.ilclinc customers at no charge. 'Hie FCC no 

longcr rcqtiitcs ;in E'I'C' lo pro\,idc 1 x i h  scrvicrs as part o t the to11 l imitation service required undcr 

47 CI'.li. $ 54. I O  I ( a ) ( 9 . " '  In particular. all E'I'C's lnlusl proviilc toll blocking. which allows 

ctistciiiicrs tn  block the completion of'outgoing toll cal ls."  LI ILcurrently has tno I.itelitie customers 

hecaiiseonI!,carriersdesigiiated iisiin I-: I'C can participate in  L i~e l inc .  .See47 C.F.K. $ 5  54.400-415. 



Once designated as aii EI'C'. L l J L  wi l l  participate in  Lifeline as required, and wi l l  provide tol l  

blocking capability in satisfaction ol'the FCC's requirement. 'Today. the Company provides tol l- 

blocking scrvices for international calls and customer szlectcd toll calls. Accordingly. LUL currently 

has [he lechnolugy tu provide Loll blocking and w i l l  tise this Lechnology to provide the service to i ts  

h k l i n e  ctisiomers. at no charge. as part of its universal service offerings. 

c. LUL Will Offer Suppurtcd Scrviccs Through i ts  Own Facilities. 

The ('oiiiniission's iKoc/io/f ZIJ(eif6) Puhlic Vo/ice established that a carrier requesting 

dcsignatioii must cettit! that i t  oll'ers the supported services "either using i ts own facililies or a 

cutiibinatioii o f  i t s  own l ic i l i t ies and resale otanothcr ciiiricr's scrvices.'"' L l J l ,  wi l l  provide the 

supportccI sei.vices using i l s  existing net\\ork infrastructure. which includes the same antenna. cell- 

si tc. towcr. ti.tiiiI\iiig. mobile s\vitching. and iiiIei.C~itiiiection f~icil it ies used by the company Io serve 

i ts esiht i i is con\ ,cnt iond ii iobilc ccllular service cusloniers. See O ~ . W  Exhibit E3 hereto. 

I). l , L , ' l ,  Will Advertise i t s  Universal  Scrvicc Off'cring. 

I.l!I, wi l l  advertise the avciilabilily o f l h c  supported services and the corresponding charges 

in a matinet t h a ~  1 1 1 1 1 ~  informs thc general public \vithiii the designated service area of the services 

and charges." I .I I [ .  currcnrl> udvertiscr its wireless services throuyli several diffcrctit media. LUL 

wi l l  use media o l  general distribution that it currently cmploys to advertise i ts universal service 

ol'ferings tlirotighottt the sewicc areas dcsignared by the Comniission. LlJL will comply with all 

I'orm and contcnr requirciiicnls, i f  an), promulgated by the FCC in the ltuure and required of a l l  

dcsignirtcd I , . 'Ks .  

8 



111. LUL Requests Designation Throughout Those Portions Of Its Service Area I n  Alabama 
T h a t  Arc Scrved By Non Rura l  Carriers. 

LlLII, i s  i io1 ii ..rural tclcphone company" as that term is dcfincd by 47 U.S.C. 1.53(37). 

Accordingly. 1,lJl. i s  rcquircd to describe the geographic arca in uhich it requests designation." 

LIII. requests l-:~l'C' desiynu~ion for the portions o f  its service a m i  in Alabama that arc served by non- 

r~ i ra l  I.lCs. A map oT I.LJI,'s proposed FTC service area i s  attached liereto a s  Exhibit C. 

I inder FC'C' Ri i lc  Section 54.207, a"service area" is a"geographic arca cstablishctl by a state 

1. 

coiiiniissioii tor the purpose otdclcrnl i  Ii ing Liiiivcrsiil scriice obligations and support iiiechanisnis. 

37 c'.t:.l<. $i3.?07(;1). Tor iinii-rwi~l ser\.ice areas. thcrc arc no restrictions on how a state 

coniniission dc l incs the --service ai.e:i~- lor piirposes ofdesiyiiatiny a competitive E~I'C.'. ' lhereforc, 

tlic I'C'C' ma! tlcsignate 1.01~ as an I-: I ~ ( '  in the ion-i.ural mire ccnlcrs set h r t h  at  Fxl i ibit  I) .  To the 

c x u i t  I ~ I  11 ,  s c r \ cs  on11 ii portio11 of tlic wire center lislcd at Cnhihit 1); I,LJ[. rccluesls C 7 C '  

desiyat io i i  in tl i i i l p i r t ion 0 1  tlic &i re  ccnlcr Lbliere i t  provides service." A map depicting LIJL's 

~KI~NXI  k, I C~' sei -vice area is  attnclicd hereto as l-khihil C. 

IV .  A <;rant o fTh is  Application W i l l  Serve the Public Interest. 

Hccause I , ( ! I .  docs iiot seck designation in areas scrvcd by r i m 1  I,ECs no pLiblic interest 

sho\viiig i s  required in  this applicatioll. In non-rural areas. it i s  presumed that thc public wi l  he 

sened b) the dcsignalion nt'additional TI'Cs.'" 

l 4  Id. 

partial ... 
1 hose \vii.c centel's that I III. partially scrves are indicated 011 Exhibit D with the word I 5  

I "  LSc7e K (  ' C '  Ho/~/i#7~y,s lnc.. LIA 02-3 18 at 11 I2  (released November 27. 2002) and C'ellul~rr iSozlth 
L;cc,ti.~e.~, /!IC,. . I)A 02-3.3 I7 11 7 I2 (rclcascd December 4. 2002). 

0 



V. High-Cost Ccrtifiration 

Under FC'C' Rule Sectioiis 5X.313 and 54.314. carriers wishing to obtain high-cost support 

111ust either be ccrtitied by the appropi-ialc state coinmission or, where the state commission does not 

exercise jurisdiction. must self-certil:\ Nith the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative 

Corporation ('.USAC'") their coinpliance with Section 254(e) of the Fcderal '1-elecommunications 

Act o t  1096. As explained abvbe. Lhe PSC docs not exercise jurisdiction over CMKS carriers such 

as LUL. Thci-eforc. iii accoriluncc wilh Section 54.3 13(b) and 54.3 14(b), I,UL has submitted i t s  

high-cost certitication \vith the FCC' and IISAC'. A copy i s  o f th is  certitication is attached hcrcto as 

t(xhibit t.1. 1,l~Il. respecthl lq q u e s t s  that the Clommission issuc i t  f inding that LLj l~ .  has rnct the 

high-cos1 ccrt i l icat iot i  rcquircmcnt and that LlJL is. therefore. entitled to begin receiving high-cost 

support as  o t  the datc i t  r 

VI .  Anti-drug Ahuse ('ertification 

i \ cs  ;I gr im[  ol'I. 'I 'C' status in order that funding wil l  i iot  be dclaycd." 

[,Ill, ccrtitics that 110 pari!' lo t h i s  peLi1iuti is  subject to adcnial otfederal benefits. including 

FC'C bciictils. ptirstiiiiit to Sect ion 5.301 of the Anli-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21 [J.S.C. $862.  SW 

Exhibit I: icrcto. 

l 7  .See Cellular Socitli I.icensc. Inc. Petition f o r  Wai\.er oEF'CIC Rule Seciion 54.31 3. filed 
January 9. 2002; (itiiitn Cellular atid Paging. Inc. l'elilion for Waiver of FCC Rule Section 
54.314. tiled tcbruar\, 6.  2002. 

I 0 



VII. Conclusion 

1.111, respectfully requests d ie  Coinmission to designate i t  as an ETC on an expedited basis. 

Rcspectftilly submitted, 

Lousiana Unwircd, LLC 

- r  

David A. LaFuria 
H. Lynn F. Ratnavale 
Its At tnrne)~ 

1 1  
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STATE OF ALAaAMA 
ALABAMA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

P 0 BOX 991 
MONTGOMERY AlABAMA 36101 0991 

October 19. 2001 
1 M SULLIVAN P'IESIDLHT 

J*N COOK A ~ S O C I A T C  COYY~SSIOHER 

GEORGE i Y A I U C E  JR IS-IATL C D U Y ~ ~ ~ ~ O ~ ~ E R  

W N T E R  L THOHAS. JR 

SCCRClAR. 

Phyllis A. Whitten 
Swidler Berlin, Shereff Friedman, LLP 
3000 K Street, NW. Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20007-51 16 

Dear Ms. Whitten: 

I am in receipt of the Apdication for ETC Status a nd R e m s t  for Clan %cation 
. . .  which you filed with the Alabama Public Service Commission (the 

'APSC') on September 11, 2001, on behalf of your clients Pine Belt Cellular, Inc. and Pine 
Belt PCS. Inc. (collectively "Pine Belt" or the "Pine Belt companies"). As noted in your 
filing, both Pine Belt companies are affiliated with Pine Belt Telephone Company, a 
provider of wireline lelephone service in Alabama. 

I understand from your filing that the Pine Bell companies provide cellular 
telecommunications and personal communications (collectively referred io as "CMRS" or 
"wireless") services within Alabama in accordance with licenses granted by the Federal 
Communications Commission (the 'FCC"). According to your representations. the service 
lerritories of the Pine Belt companies in Alabama include Alabama Rural Service Area 383 3 B L 
for cellular services and the Selma basic trading area (FCC market 8415) for personal 
communications services. 

9 

As recognized in your filing, state commissions have primary responsibility under 
47 USC §214(e) for the designation of eligible telecommunications carriers ('ETCs") in their 
respective jurisdictions for universal service purposes. The APSC established the 
guidelines and requirements for attaining ETC status in this jurisdiction pursuant to notice 
issued on October 31, 1997. As a threshold matter, your filing seeks clarification as to 
whether the APSC will assert jurisdiction over each Pine Bell company's request to be 
designated as a universal service eligible telecommunications carrier to provide wireless 
ETC service in the non-rural Alabama wireline service territories of BellSouth 
Telecommunications, Inc. and Verizon South, Inc. 

The issue concerning the APSC's jurisdiction over providers of cellular services, 
btoadband personal communications services and commercial mobile radio services is one 
[hat was rather recently addressed by the APSC. The APSC indeed issued a Declaratory 
Ruling on March 2. 2000. in Docket 26414 which concluded that as the result of certain 
mendments to the Code of Alabama. 1975 §40-21-120(2) and (l)(a) effectuated in June 

.-~. 
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of 1999. Lhe APSC has no authority to regulate in any respect cellular services, broadband 
Personal communications services and commercial mobile radio sewices in Alabama. 

Given the above mnclusion by the APSC. it seems rather clear that the APSC has 
no jurisdiction to take aclion on the Application of the Pine Belt companies for ETC status 
in this jurisdiction to provide wireless ETC service in the non-rural Alabama wireline setvice 
territories of BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and Verizon South, Inc. The Pine Belt 
companies should instead pursue their ETC designation request with the FCC as provided 
by 47 USC §214(e)(6). 

Although the views expressed herein are those of your writer and do not necessarily 
constitute an official action of the APSC , I am confident that this writing provides the 
clarification you requested concerning the ETC designation request of your clients. Should 
you need further clarification in order to pursue ETC designations for the Pine Belt 
companies at the FCC, please do not hesitate to contact me at (334) 242-5200. 

JAG:klr 
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DECLARATION 



D E C L A H A T I O N  UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURb 

I, Paul Clifton, do hereby declare under penalty o f  perjury as follows: 

I .  I am the authorized representative o f  Louisiana Unwired, LLC (“LUL”) in charge of LUL’s 
Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”)in the State o f  Alabama. This Affidavit 
is lubmirted in support of LUL’s Peiirion for Designation as an Eligible TelecommunicationsCarrier C‘FJC’) in the 
Slate o f  Alabama. 

z. I.UL i s  authorized 10 provide service in the requesrcd ETC area described in its Peliiion. 
1-nuisiana Unwired. ILLC i s  the K Block Personal Communications Service liccnsee authorized to provide PCS in the 
Rasic ‘I’tadinp Area5 430 - Tttscaloosa. Alabama and 094 - Columbus-Starkvillc. Mississippi, which encompasses 
Lamar Counry, Alabama. I.UI, is also a I T S  provider in Ihe miijority ofrhe state o f  Alabama through an affiliation 
agreement with Sprint PCS. 

- >. As a carrier not subject to state commission jurisdiction i n  the State of Alabama, 
LUL ib seeking designation as an ETC under Section 214(e)(6). 

4 .  

5 .  

LIJL meets the criteria for H ’ C  designation as explained herein 

L U L  is a “cointiion carrier” for purposes ofobtaining TTC designation 
pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 5214(e)( I ) .  A “coinmon carrier” is generally detined in 47 U.S.C. 5 153( 10) as a person 
engaged as a common carrier on a for-hire bases in interstate cointnunications by wire or radio. Section 20.9(a)7 o f  
the Commission’s Rules provide that cellular service i s  a common carrier service. See 47 C.F.R. 0 20.9(a)(7). 

LIJL currently offers and i s  able to provide, within its designated service 6. 
areas, the services and functionalities identified in 47 C.F.R. $54.101(a). Each o f  these services and functionalities 
I S  discwsed mnre fully below. 

a .  ~~~ Voicc-grade acccss [o thc public switched ielephone network. The FCC concluded that voice- 
grade access means the ability to make and receive phone cillls, within a bandwidth of approximately 2700 Hertz 
within rhe 300 to 3000 Hertz frequency range. ,See Federal-Slule Jotnr Bourd on L’niveusul Service, CC Docker 
il’o !V-Jj, Fir.vr Keporr and Order, I2 FCC Rcd 8776. 8810.1 1 ( I  997) (“Uniwer.sa/ Service Order”). RCC meets 
this requirement by providing voice-grade access to the public switched telephone network. Through i t s  
inrerconnecrion arrangements with local telephone companies, including the BellSouth Telecomm Inc. 
(“BellSouth”), all customers o f  RCC are able to make and receive calls on the public switched telephone network 
wiihin the specified bandwidth. 

Local Usage. Beyond providing access to the public switched network, a n  ETC must include 
local usage as part of a universal scrvicc offering. To date, the FCC has not quantified a minimum amount of 
local usage required to be included in a universal service offering, but has initiated a separate proceeding to 
address this issue. See Federal-State Join1 Board on Universal Service, Memorandum Opinion and Order and 
Furrher Norice of ProposedRulemaking, 13 FCC Rcd 21252 (1998) (“Ocrober 1998 NPRM”). As i t  relates to 
local usage, the NPRM sought comments on a definition o f  the public service package that must be offered by all 
ETCs. Specifically, the FCC sought comments on how much, i fany ,  local usage should be required robe 
provided [o customers as part of ;I universal service offering. Ocrober 1998 NPRM at 21277-21281. In the 
0nii:ersnl Senire Order, the FCC defcrred a determination on [he amount of local usage that a carrier would be 
requirrd to provide. Universal Service Order ai 8813. Any minimum local usage requirement established by the 
FCC as a result of the Ocrober 1998 NPRM wi l l  be applicable to all designated ETCs, nor simply wireless service 
providcrs. LUL wi l l  comply with any and all minimum local usage requirements adopted by the FCC.  LUL wi l l  
mect the local usage requiremciiis by including local usage as part of a universal service offering. 

b .  

C.  Dual-tone. multi-frequency (“DTMF’I) signaling, or i i s  functional equivalent. 
DTMF is a mcihod of signaling that facilitates the transportation of call set-up and call detail information 



Consisrcnr with the principles of competitive and technological neutrality, the FCC permits carriers to provide 
signaling thai is Functionally equivalent to DTMF in satisfacrion of this service requirement. 47 C.F .R.  S; 
54.101(a)(3). LUL currently uses out-of-band digital signaling and in-band multi-frequency (“MF”) signaling that 
IS  functionally equivalenr to DTMF signaling. LUL therefore meets the requirement to provide DTMF signaling 
o r  its functional equivalent. 

d .  Singlc-parry service or its funcLonAequivalent. “Single-party service” means 
that only one party will be served by a subscriber loop or access line in contrast to a multi-party line. Universal 
Sendce Order at 8810. The FCC concluded [hat a wireless provider offers the equivalent of single-party service 
when it offers a dedicated message path for rhe length of a user’s particular transmission. Universal Service 
Order at 8810. LUL meets h e  rcquirement o l  single-party service by providing a dedicated message path for the 
lcngrh of all customer calls. 

e. Access to emergency services. The ability to reach a public emergency service 
provider by dialing 91 1 is a required service in any universal service offering. Enhanced 91 I or  E911, which 
includes the capability of providing both auromatic numbering information (“ANI”) and automatic location 
inlormation (“ALI”).  is only required if a public emergency service provider makes arrangements with the local 
provider for Ihe delivery of  such information. See Universal Service Order at 8815-17. LUL currently provides 
all of its customers with access to cmcrgency service by dialing 91 1 i n  satisfaction of this requirement. 

f .  ~~~~~~~~ Acccss ro opgaror sgv&-.. . Access to operator services is defined as any 
automatic or live assistance provided IO a consumer to arrange for the billing or  completion, or  both, of a 
telephone call. Univrrsal Service Order, 8817-18. LUL meers [his requirement by providing all of its customers 
with access to operaror services provided by either the Company or other entities (e.g., LECr, IXCs. etc.) 

g. Access to interexchange service. A universal service provider musr offer 
consumers access to inrerexchange service to make and receive toll or  interexchange calls. Equal access, 
however, is nor required. “The FCC do[es] not include equal access to interexchange service among the services 
supported by universal service mechanisms.” Universal Service Order at 88 19. LUL presently meets this 
requirement by providing all of i rs  customers wirh the ability to make and receive inrerexchange or toll calls 
through direcr interconnection arrangements the Company has with several IXCs. Addirionally, customers are 
able to reach their IXC of choice by dialing the appropriate access code. 

h. Access to directory.assistance. The abiliry Io place a call to directory assistance is a required 
service offering. Universal Service Order at 8821. LUL meets this requirement by providing all of its customers 
with access to directory assistance by dialing “411” or “555-1212” 

I .  Toll limitation forAualifyinp low-income consumers. A n  ETC must offer either 
“toll control” or “roll blocking” scrvices ro qualifying Lifeline customers at no charge. The FCC no longer 
requires an ETC ro provide both services as parr of the toll IimiLation service required under 47 C.F.R. 9: 
54.101(a)(9). See Universal Service Fourrh Order on Reconsideration, FCC 97-420 (Dec. 30, 1997). In 
particular, all ETCs must provide toll blocking, which allows customers ro block the completion of outgoing toll 
calls. Universal Service Order at 8821-22. LUL currently has no Lifeline customers because only carriers 
designated as an ETC can participate i n  Lifeline. See 47 C.F.R. S; 54.400-415. Once designated as an ETC, 
LUL will parricipare in Lifeline as required, and will provide to11 blocking capability in satisfaction of the FCC’s 
requirement. Today, the Company provides toll-blocking services for international calls and customer selected 

provide the service to its Lifeline customers, a t  no charge, as part of its universal service offerings. 
IOU calls. Accordingly, LUL curren~ly has the technology lo provide toll blocking and will use this technology IO 

7. LUL will providc the supported services using its existing network infrastructure, which 
includes the same anrenna, cell-site, tower, rrunking. mobile switching, and interconnection facilities used by the 
company to serve i ts existing conventional mobile cellular service cuslomers. 

8 .  I declare under penalty of  perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed 



I t s  Authorized L. Representdve 


